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Nouns:  

Noun simply means a name. Usually nouns are 

defined as naming words. Everything we can see, 

think or talk about is represented by a word which is 

its name. Thus the name of a person, a place or a 

thing is called a noun. That's very easy to remember, 

but that is not all you need to know. There are many 

types of nouns. At this stage you should clearly know 

the difference between a proper noun and a common 

noun.  We will also learn about abstract nouns as they can be difficult to 

identify.  

A common noun is the name of a class  of objects rather than a distinct 

name of  an individual.  Like the word  'boy' refers to a young male, under a 

certain age, and it is a common noun. It is a common noun because every 

single young male in that age group can be called a boy.   All common 

nouns start with a small letter unless they are at the beginning of a 

sentence.   

 Examples:  human, boy, car, school, house, book, country etc. 

A proper noun is the name given to an individual  to uniquely identify that 

individual.  Each boy also has a unique name, for example Tom,  Robert,  

Sam etc.  These are examples of proper nouns as all three are distinct 

names of individuals. You can easily identify a proper noun in a sentence 

as it has two unique features.  

 

 It is the name of an individual or a unique identity of one thing or one  

place or one person. 

 

 It  begins with a capital letter no matter where it is in the sentence.  
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 "I am a goat. 

My  name  is 

Bunty." 

 Did you know?  'Goat'  and 

'Bunty', both are nouns.  Goat is 

a common noun but  Bunty is a 

proper  noun.  Can you explain 

why? 

 

I am a  herbivore. I eat grass. I provide milk. Milk is rich 

in calcium and helps bones grow. People eat my meat 

and use my skin to make shoes, handbags and jackets. 

My manure is used as a  fertilizer  as well as for 

earthworm production. I am a beautiful animal.  When 

Martin saw me on the farm, love was in the air. Martin is 

a handsome buck.  I have another friend who lives on 

our farm. His name is Justin. Justin  is a mouse. Martin 

hates Justin. The buck is jealous. Justin has made his 

house in the shed behind the empty water tank. He 

comes out at night but not during the day. He is afraid 

of light. 

 

 

 

 'Goat'  is a common noun  because it 

is a common name for every single 

goat in the world. 'Bunty'  is the name 

of this particular goat and represents 

this unique animal among other goats. 

'Bunty', is thus, a proper noun. I hope 

you understand the difference. 

 

 The words 'joy', 'happiness'  and 'fear' are also nouns. They are 

names of feelings that can't be touched.  Such nouns are known 

as abstract nouns. 
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Read Bunty's second speech bubble and underline 

all the nouns.  

Write each type of noun under the appropriate 

column in the table below: 

Common Nouns Proper Nouns Abstract Nouns 
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What type of nouns do you see  below? Write the plural of each 

noun: 

 Music, brutality, courage, fascination, joy, fear, hatred, fantasy, 

 intelligence, anger, milk, education, practice. 

 

What type of nouns do you see  below? Write plural of each noun:  

 Idea, thought, peace,  
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Common Nouns: 

Common nouns  start with non capital 

letters, unless they are at the beginning 

of a sentence.  

Examples: cat, dog, animal, boy, car, 

building etc. 

Can you underline all common nouns in 

the following paragraph.  Check to see if 

any of the common nouns are written 

with capital letters? Are there any proper 

nouns?  Mistakes? 

 

The boy went to a zoo last month. He saw a giraffe. A giraffe is a large, 

speedy, leaf chewing, spotted mammal that calls  Africa home. The Giraffe 

is the tallest animal on Earth, or to be very accurate,  it is the tallest of  all 

living four-footed animals. Giraffes have long necks. Zoo keeper said, "All 

giraffes hate lions, but Alex, the lion in the famous movie; Madagascar,  is 

their friend." The boy wanted a pet giraffe.  David, his father, said, "Cats 

are good pets too!"  Are cats good pets?  

Write ten common nouns:  
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Proper Nouns: 

Unique names given to people, places or things  to differentiate them from 

others are known as proper nouns.  If a noun does not represent  a  unique  

identity or a unique entity then it is known as a common noun.  In other 

words, the names of specific people, places, days, months and special 

events are  proper nouns. They start with a capital letter regardless of  their 

position in a sentence.  

 

Examples: 

Eiffel Tower, Paris,  December, Christmas,  

Albert Einstein. 

Underline all proper nouns and circle all 

common nouns in the sentences below:  

Check to see if all proper nouns are written 

with capital letters, if not correct them. 

 

 

 

1. Thomas  went to Taronga  Zoo in Sydney  last June.  

 

2. Shanti is a brilliant student  at Australian National University in 

Canberra.  She is studying engineering. Shanti has big, beautiful 

brown eyes. She is going to Dubai to visit her family. 

  

3. Paris Hilton is heir to a hotel chain.  She was born in New York 

City and raised in Beverly Hills, California. She loves to dance. 
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4. The swimming pool is at Summer Street, Gungahlin.  It is good to go 

to swimming  in summer. 

 

5. We went to Jervis Bay, last summer. 

 

Write ten proper nouns: 
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