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Levitation: 
Desire to fly is a 
universal 
human trait that 
has influenced 
human 
societies for 
centuries and is 
responsible for 
some of our 
greatest 
inventions. 
Humans can fly 
without wings 

and have travelled to the moon. Not only that but humans can 
also fly with an astonishing speed and  can reach  heights that  
none of the  other species can match. This is despite of the fact 
that  some of the other  species are born with wings and have 
an inherent ability to fly. 

Why do humans have a desire to fly in the first place? Perhaps, it 
gives them a sense of boundless freedom, perhaps it gives them 
a feeling of superiority or perhaps it is a human nature to try and 
do things that they can’t.  

Although humans can fly, but some still do not have a sense of 
boundless freedom nor do they enjoy a feeling of superiority while 
flying. They still want to satisfy their nature of being able to do 
things that they can’t. The desire still remains unfulfilled and the 
dream has not come true for some as yet.  Flying within the 
bellies of giant birds that are made up of steel is not what they 
want. They want to fly without machines or material.  And all that 
without wings of any sort.  They want to levitate! 
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Levitation is a  paranormal  activity in which a human body rises  
in the air by mystical means. The levitation is not limited to 
humans though. It is an act of defying gravity. It means the object, 
usually human body  rises above the ground and is suspended in 
the air without any material support. Hundreds have claimed to 
have done just that.   

Paranormal activity refers to an incidence which is logically unreal  
and cannot be scientifically explained.  

The history of levitation  goes back to centuries even before 
aeroplanes, rockets, kites or  hot air balloons were invented.  
Before the world became scientifically advanced, people often 
believed in supernatural strange powers.  The ability to “float” or 
“levitate” has been documented with a great interest throughout 
the ages. Exciting  stories and  events have been recorded in 
history. Different classes and races of people have enjoyed the 
power of levitation, whether it be African tribal leaders or world 
famous magicians such as David Copperfield, who staged a show 
of levitation over Grand Canyon. 
 
Famous and respected  religions, including Christianity, Islam, 
Hindusiam and Buddihism have reported extreme magical powers 
– including levitation. The biblical references often hold 
fascinating stories behind them. It is believed that in the first 
century a man named Simon Magnus levitated himself in view of 
St. Peter as a challenge to prove he possessed magical powers. 
Levitations were also documented many years before Christianity 
and  in the religions of Buddhism and Hinduism. This was 
generally used either as a demonstration of legitimacy or power of 
the religion  as an evidence of the holiness or adherence to the 
religion of the particular levitator. Spiritualism also promoted the 
phenomena. Levitations during the medieval period were also not 
rare occurrences and were often connected with “Immoral 
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practices” such as witchcraft, spirits and ghosts, deemed enough 
for punishment. Had David Blaine performed his levitation during 
the medieval era, he would have definitely been punished by the 
locals.  

The infamous Daniel Dunglus astonished hundreds of people 
after allegedly levitating out of a third-story window. David 
Copperfield performed his levitation over the Grand Canyon  at a 
later time.  Both are remembered as great evils. 
 
With the gradual advances in science, intelligence and technology 
– acts of spiritualism, such as levitating were often regarded as 
personal hallucinations, illusions  or frauds and there was some 
truth to this. Magicians began incorporating self-devised 
techniques to levitate in order to entertain. It is interesting to know 
that levitations were performed not to enjoy or fulfill any desire but 
with an intention to impress others, eventually to have financial or 
social gains. 
 
In present day, levitation is often referred to as “street magic” and 
has lost its spiritualistic attributes. Recently a documentary was 
made by BBC proving that most acts of levitations recorded in  
history were fraud.  

However, statistics show that a large number of people in the 
modernized world still believe in real life levitations. If one were to 
visit remote areas of tribal Africa and South America, one would 
come across several mysteries of strange spiritual acts including 
levitation. Whether the accounts are real is questionable – but the 
power of levitation as a desire itself, definitely  should not to be 
underestimated.  

As time went by, humans become more educated– the interest in  
levitation  did decrease but did not disappear. There is a revived 
interest in performing levitation scientifically!  
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There have been successful experiments in different parts of the 
world that prove that levitation is scientifically possible in very 
strong magnetic environments.  Tiny objects including small living 
creatures such as frogs and spiders and non living objects such 
as strawberries and small plastic toys  have successfully been 
floated in the air by overcoming the power of gravity.  

 

Comprehension: 

What is levitation?Would you like to levitate and why? 
 
 
 
Described some of the machines that were invented as a result  
of human desire to fly? 
 
 
 
Give a few reasons as to why humans have a desire to fly? 
 
 
 
 
Explain what is a  paranormal activity? 
 
 
 
 
What purpose did levitation serve for religions? 
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What immoral practices were associated with levitation in    
medieval era? 
 
 
 
 
Why do magicians perform levitations? 
 
 
 
 
What does inhospitable mean? 
 
 
 
 
What is occurring in the modern society related to levitation?  
 
 
 
 
What does future hold for levitation? 
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Astonished    

Buddhism    

Centuries    

Christianity    

Comprehension    

Connected    

Creatures    

Disappear    

Educated    

Entertaining    

Entertainment    

Experiments    

Financial    

Float    

Gravity    

Hinduism    

Inhospitable    

Levitation    

Magnetic    

Modern    

Modernised    

Overcoming    

Paranormal    

Paranormal    

Religions    

Revived    

Scientifically    

Social    

Spiritual    

Successfully    

Underestimated    

Universal    
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