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Brilliant Architects: 
If you want to be an architect or a 
civil engineer, you will have to  
study for at least  four years at a  
university. You  will  also have to 
have years of  experience before  
you can be confident enough to 
design and  construct a decent 
home.  Some little creatures are 
born with these wonderful skills. 
Highly skilled architects and 
builders at the same time, 
weavers birds are tiny, seed 
eating  birds  related to finches 
that come from Sub-Saharan 
Africa (with small groups in 
tropical Asia, too).  
 
Weaver birds are also known as 
weaver finches. The  birds get 
their special name from the large 
complex nests that males of the 
species weave as their homes.  

The nests are elaborately and intricately designed. Only male  birds 
construct these beautiful and decorative nests in order to attract females 
during the breeding season. If the female is happy with the piece of 
architecture that the male has created, they enter the nest together and 
begin the breeding process. Occasionally, if a female weaver bird approves 
the nest that the male weaver bird is making, she will even help him finish 
it.  
 
Weaver nests are both practical and artistic and are built with immense 
attention to details, security, weather, comfort, adornment and real estate 
value (in terms of availability of food and water). A nest has an entrance, a 
living area and a semicircular walkway that moves spirally up into a living 
area. The nests are  usually 15 centimeters long by 12 centimeters wide  

http://www.fordandlord.com


©  Ford and Lord International Pty Ltd 
www.fordandlord.com 

 

and are often suspended from a branch. They may have a 5 to 10 
centimeters long  tubular extension at the entrance to the nest which is 
about 5 centimeters in diameter.  
 

A weaver bird’s nest is 
actually a nest inside 
another nest, with the 
entrance located at the 
bottom. This means that 
rain doesn’t get into the 
nest (as it would if the 
entrance was at the top). 
This is especially 
important in tropical 
environments where wet 
weather is frequent and 
there are  heavy  rainfalls 
during the rainy season. 
This structure also allows 
a weaver parent to 
protect its babies from 
predators, especially 
falcons that can fly high 

in the air and can swoop down and eat the young birds. These nests are 
equally good at securing against land predators because they often have a 
narrow tube for an entrance and dangle on tree branches, frequently  are at 
the end of  a hanging  palm tree branch, sometimes over water, making it 
difficult for predators to reach or get inside. Males  use twigs, fine leaf-
fibers, grass and roots to create their nests.  

Sometimes, a weaver bird will make several nests if he is unhappy with his 
work or if a female has rejected the nest. This often means that there are 
empty weaver nests suspended on the trees. While some might think this is 
a waste of the weaver bird’s efforts, a convenient consequence that is not 
really appreciated is the fact that these empty nests can make it even 
harder for predators such as snakes  or rats to get to the weaver birds. 
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When a 
predator 
tries to 
attack an 
empty nest, 
the weaver 
birds 
housed in 
the other 
nests can 
sense 
abnormity 
and have 
time to 
defense .  
This is a 

very useful defensive and survival tactic.  
 
The nests can get even more elaborate when many weaver birds work 
together. Sociable weavers (Philetairus socius) do not build individual 
nests. Instead, the males of the colony all join together in an effort to create 
one huge nest. These giant nests can accommodate hundreds of birds and 
can fill the entire tree canopy. Some of these sociable weaver bird nests 
can last several years and weigh up to several kilograms. The result is not 
only a magnificent and spectacular nest, but also a comfortable home for 
weavers that can retain heat in the cold weather, which is especially 
important for raising babies. The nests provide a consistent environment in 
areas where climate can experience a fluctuation of extreme cold or 
extreme heat. However, despite this 'safety in numbers' strategy,  the 
incidents of nest intruding can be quite high and sometimes up to eight out 
ten  baby weavers  do not make it to adulthood. 

There are sixty-four recognised species of weaver birds. Some species, 
including the White-Billed Buffalo Weaver, the Eastern Golden Weaver, the 
Southern Masked Weaver, the Yellow-Crowned Bishop, the Comoros Fody  
and the Cardinal Quelea can grow up to 4.5 to 10 inches long and males 
can be very brightly coloured, from yellow to orange to red.  
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The birds are not only  intelligent in weaving the nests, they are also weird 
sometimes.  Males of  some species that live in subcontinent have a habit 
of sleeping on their backs  with their bellies and feet towards the sky.  This 
is the only known bird to sleep in this position. Although, exact reason of 
this unusual habit remains unclear, people living around  say  that this  is a 
preventive action. Birds are  afraid that the sky might fall  while they are  
asleep  and if that happens  they want to be able to hold the sky on their 
feet. Interesting, but not a logical explanation though.  
 

Zoologists have marveled  over the intelligence and patience of weaver 
birds and their innovation in using materials available around them to 
create something both beautiful and practical that could rival feats of 
human engineering.  
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Comprehension Questions: 

1. What materials do weaver birds use to create their nests? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why would weaver birds make several nests? 
 
 

 

 

3. What safety features weaver birds keep in mind when making a nest? 

 

 

 

4. What are the advantages of weaver birds working together as a 
team? 

  

 

 

5. What kind of nests do the sociable weaver birds make? 

 

 
 

6. If you were a weaver bird, what material would you use to make your 
nest? Why? 
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7. Using the internet, find three species of weaver birds and describe 
the appearance of each in one sentence.  
 

 

 

 

8. What would the difference be between weaver nests within a dry 
environment and a wet environment? 

 

 

 

9.  What do weaver birds generally look like? 

 

 

 

    11.  Is this an informative article or a persuasive article, why ? 

 

 

 

   12.  Write a persuasive article, at least one page, explaining why 
 weaver birds are  intelligent creatures ? 
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