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Mermaids and Money: 

Magic, myths, ghosts, 

witches, aliens, 

fairies, genies, sprits, 

supernatural powers 

and supernatural 

creatures seem to 

attract human 

attention more than 

anything else.  

Surprisingly enough, 

mature adults actually 

seem to show more 

interest than the 

children who naturally  

enjoy such characters and their tales.  Some argue that all or most 

mythological creatures do exist while others disagree despite of showing 

the same interest in them. Some even claim to have personally seen 

ghosts and fairies and to have witnessed magic. Fact or fiction, this nature 

of humans also has become a tool to make money for many including 

reputable organizations.  One such modern day story is written below.  

In June 2013, a famous television station, Animal Planet, aired a 

documentary about mermaids.  

Mermaids: The New Evidence, was the name of the documentary that 

aired in UK and attracted 3.6 million viewers, smashed the network’s rating 

record. It was more than any other show on this channel.  The program 

was not only a hoax, but was also a continuation to another hoax — to last 

year’s show- Mermaids: The Body Found, which fooled more viewers 

than one can think. 
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Both Animal Planet specials aired a video of mermaids in the Greenland 

Sea, with  professional  actors playing  as scientists. The specials also 

suggest that  there is a government  cover-up of  real mermaid evidence 

going even  further that the evidence has been seized by the U.S. 

Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security. 

However, there was a disclaimer that the program was a science fiction, 

but one had  to really look for it in the show’s closing credits.  

A mermaid is a legendary sea creature with the upper body of a women 

and tail of a fish. Mermaids appear in the myths of many cultures worldwide 

including several cultures in Europe, Asia and Africa. The first stories 

appeared in ancient Assyria, (one of the oldest cultures, hundreds of years 

ago) in which the goddess, Atargatis transformed herself into a mermaid as 

a punishment  for killing her human lover by mistake.  

Mermaids are sometimes associated with unfortunate events such as 

floods, storms, shipwrecks and drowning. In other traditions  they can be 

kind and  beneficial, granting wealth, treasures and immortality to humans, 

even falling in love with them occasionally. There are tales that some 

witches can transform themselves into beautiful mermaids to attract 

humans only to drink their blood later on. They often enjoyed showing their 

real face before killing their victim.  

Whether mermaids brought misery or blessing to mankind,  we don't know. 

What we know is, made up stories about mermaids made millions for some 

such as for the owners of Animal Planet TV channel. 

Mermaids have long fascinated us. Humans have always wondered what it 

would be like to fly high above the clouds or dive deep into the dark seas. 

With nearly three-quarters of the Earth covered by water, it is little wonder 

that oceans were believed to contain numerous strange creatures, 

including sea serpents and mermaids. Merfolk (mermaids and mermen) are 

clearly the marine version of the half-human-half-animal legends that have 
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captured human imagination for ages (half-animals on land include 

werewolves, and half-avian creatures include harpies). 

Mermaids: Stories and Myths 

There are many legends about mermaids, and even a few dozen historical 

claims of real mermaid sightings. Though mermaid sightings are 

unfortunately rare in modern times, sailors and residents of coastal areas 

have told several stories of watching mermaids in ancient times. 

One story dating back to the 1600s claimed that a mermaid had entered 

Holland through a channel and was injured in the process. She was taken 

to a nearby lake and was treated back to health. She eventually became 

a productive citizen, learned Dutch and was able to perform several 

household tasks. And —  not to surprise, she also became a Roman 

Catholic. 

By the 1800s, hoaxers made out faked mermaids by the dozen to satisfy 

the public's interest in the creatures. The famous artist P.T. Barnum was 

well aware of the public's interest in mermaids, and in the 1840s displayed 

the "Feejee Mermaid," which became one of his most popular attractions. 

Those who paid a lot of money in a hope to see a long-limbed, fish-tailed 

beauty combing her hair were definitely disappointed. They saw a fake a 

corpse that had a torso, head, and limbs of a monkey and the bottom part 

of a fish. To modern eyes, it was an obvious fake, but it fooled and 

deceived many at the time. 

Could there be a scientific basis for any of it? Some researchers believe 

that sightings of human-size ocean animals such as manatees and 

dugongs might have inspired merfolk legends. These animals have a flat, 

mermaid-like tail and two flippers that resemble stubby arms. They don't 

look exactly like a typical mermaid or merman, of course, but many 

sightings were from quite a distance away, and being mostly submerged in 
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water and waves, with only parts of their bodies were visible. A glimpse of a 

head, arm, or tail just before it dives under the waves might have spawned 

at least some mermaid reports. 

Modern mermaid reports are very rare, but they do occur; for example, 

news reports in 2009 claimed that a mermaid had been sighted off the 

coast of Israel, performing tricks at sunset for viewers for a few months. 

Unfortunately, the reports vanished almost as quickly as they surfaced and 

without further eyewitness sightings or photographic evidence, leading 

many to suspect an optical illusion of the waves against the setting sun, or 

even a hoax to drum up tourism. 

There is an assumption that someone just faked a story out of fascination 

about a beautiful women that had a body like a fish, just to create sensation 

among his colleagues and the stories kept coming.  

 

Comprehension: 

Explain why people are so fascinated with mermaids and  supernatural 

creatures? 

 

 

 

What are some of the other supernatural creatures mentioned in the story? 
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Where did myths about mermaids come from? 

 

 

 

Is this article persuasive,  narrative  or informative? 

 

 

 

What was  ‘Feejee Mermaid’? 

 

 

 

What type of a creature a mermaid is? 
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