
Peafowl and Peacock 
A more 
common 
name for a 
peafowl is 
peacock 
but the 
word 
‘peacock’ 
refers to, 
and should 

only be used for the male bird as the female is known as 
peahen. Together they are called peafowl.  A peafowl is a 
distinct and a beautiful bird from pheasant family. There are 
many other birds that belong to this family. All are very beautiful 
but the peacock is probably the most colourful bird. Peafowl are 
among the largest flying birds as well. When a  peafowl flies, 
you can witness a wonderful  display of colours which is a 
sheer amazement for onlookers. The birds are stunning even 
when not flying but without doubt the most mesmerizing act of a 
peacock  is its dance. It is an utter and stunning display of 
colors, moves and glory that nature has provided to this bird. 
The dance though is to impress a female, it is certainly not to 
impress humans.  

A peacock can be very easily identified because 

1. It is very brightly coloured.
2. It has a very distinct and large tail that is full of

feathers.

Peahen on the other hand is not so brightly coloured, but still is 
an attractive creature. Peafowl are omnivore, it means they 
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feed on small insects, plants, fruits, nuts and grains. The birds 
can be very vocal and noisy, so much so that they can become 
a problem if living close to human colonies.  

Peafowl are native to India, Burma, Malaysia and a few 
countries of Africa. But can easily survive and thrive in other 
parts of the world. Because of their stunning beauty peafowl 
were taken to different parts of the world to be kept and 
displayed in zoos. Some escaped from zoos and have thrived 
as feral birds in wild. For this reason peafowl are now found in 
many countries of the world including Australia, South Africa 
and a few countries in Asia. Because of their unusual 
characteristics and spectacular dance moves that males of the 
species perform, peafowl are considered birds of heaven in 
some cultures.    

Fill in the blanks: 

A more common ________ for a peafowl is peacock.  

A female peafowl is known as ____________. 

A peacock is very ___________ coloured. 

Peafowl belong to ___________ family of birds. 

Watching a ___________ dance is wonderful. 
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