
Floriade 
Floriade is the 
annual 
Canberra 
flower show. 
This huge 
flower show is 
on the shores 
of Lake Burley 
Griffin and 
runs from 
Saturday 12 

September until Sunday 11 October in 2015. When Floriade is on in 
Canberra, you know that spring has arrived! The Floriade flower show 
has been part of spring in Canberra for 28 years, starting in 1988.  

Each year thousands of flowers are on display, and thousands of people 
come to see them. Floriade is located in Canberra’s Commonwealth 
Park and entry is free. The event welcomes more than 400,000 local, 
interstate and international visitors each year. There are food stalls, 
music, activities, displays and entertainers. But the flowers are the main 
attraction.  

All kinds of people come to Floriade to see the flowers. On any day at 
Floriade you will see older people, families, photographers, artists, 
visitors from other countries, workers in their lunch hour and groups of 
teenagers.  

As well as the flowers, Floriade has a full program of events to keep all 
the visitors busy. Options include a Kiddie Corner for the young visitors, 
music performances on Stage 88, cooking and gardening 
demonstrations, circus acts and roving entertainers. This year people in 
mirror suits walk on stilts among the crowds. 

History 
Floriade first began as a grand floral display to celebrate Australia’s 
Bicentenary and Canberra’s 75th birthday, both in 1988. 

The 1988 Floriade was a stunning floral display of exotic bulbs, which 
grow beautifully in Canberra’s cold winters. The community embraced 
the event. It was such a success that it has taken place every year since 
then. Since 1988 Floriade has been planted out at Lake Burley Griffin in 
Canberra’s Commonwealth Park. 
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Each year over one million blooms form a stunning display. The lake 
area is very pretty and makes a lovely backdrop for the flowers. Floriade 
attracts more than 400,000 attendees each year. Visitors come from 
Canberra, the local area, the Southern Highlands, New South Wales, 
Australia and overseas. 

The Flowers 
The flowers are arranged in garden beds in different designs and 
patterns each year. Large garden beds filled with hundreds of tulips are 
a highlight at Floriade. The tulip is the flower most people expect to see 
at Floriade, but there are also daffodils, jonquils, irises, pansies, paper 
daisies and more. 

Tulips grow very well in Canberra, but do not grow in most of Australia. 
Tourists from warmer areas of Australia enjoy seeing the tulips and other 
bulbs. Tulips and daffodils are often found in older Canberra gardens. 
Tulip bulbs need to get very cold in winter to form their flowers, so 
Canberra’s cold frosty winters are perfect for them. 

Tulips can be red, yellow, white, cream, salmon, orange or pink. They 
can also be basic, pointed, large or frilled. Daffodils can be many shades 
of yellow. They can also contain orange, peach and white. Pansies can 
be purple, yellow, red, white, orange, pink or mixed colours. A garden 
bed full of tall tulips and cheerful pansies is a wonderful sight. 

 

The Theme 
Each year Floriade has a theme. In 2015 the theme for Floriade 
is Reflection. So this year’s garden beds refer to the 100th anniversary 
of the Anzac landings at Gallipoli, and represent symbols of war and 
peace. These symbols include the poppy, medals, the army slouch hat, 
the Southern Cross, the peace dove and the wattle sprig. 

The Floriade garden beds are designed around these themes. A huge 
garden bed of blue pansies, with small groups of white tulips represents 
the stars of the Southern Cross in the night sky. Colourful stripes of 
flowers, ending in circles of golden yellow flowers represent military 
medals. And big circles of red flowers represent the poppy. 

The red poppy is a symbol of remembrance for soldiers who died during 
wartime. The outer part of the flower bed is surrounded by a wreath of 
rosemary, which is also a common symbol of remembrance. A garden 
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bed full of red flowers in a round poppy shape made represents the 
poppy. 

A garden bed of green herbs and circles of bright yellow flowers 
represents the sprig of wattle. A sprig is a small stalk of a plant with 
many small flowers. Wattle is a native Australian plant. Sprigs of wattle 
were sold during the First World War to raise money for the war effort 
and for the Red Cross. In modern times wattle sprigs are worn to 
remember the fallen soldiers. This is usually done on Anzac Day. 

Rosemary, red poppies and yellow wattle are all plants which grow very 
well in Canberra. Rosemary bushes are not often part of a flower 
display, but are very useful for cooking. They might normally be found in 
the kitchen garden, or as a front hedge. 

The Southern Cross is a group of stars visible all year round in Australia 
and the southern hemisphere. The Southern Cross is easy to recognise 
and appears on the Australian flag. The large garden bed of dark blue 
flowers representing the night sky was a dramatic change from the bright 
yellow and red flowers we expect to see at Floriade. 

 

A garden bed of bright coloured flowers represented the bright colours in 
the ribbon of medals. Circles of golden flowers formed medal shapes. 
Medals are military decorations awarded to individuals for their service 
or bravery in war. Soldiers often treasure their medals and wear them on 
ANZAC day. Medals can be handed down through families as precious 
objects. 

 

Each year the gardeners of Floriade put a lot of effort into the theme 
behind the displays, and the clever patterns in the garden beds. Some of 
the patterns can only be seen from high in the air on the Ferris wheel. 
But most visitors just come to see the beautiful coloured flowers, and 
walk around the lake. 

 

 

Entertainment 
Families can eat their lunch near the stage listening to music, and 
children can play on the grass. Kiddie Corner has free activities for 

© Ford and Lord International Pty Ltd 
 www.fordandlord.com



children. This year there is a reptile display with snakes, lizards, geckoes 
and other small reptiles. 

Food is available at Floriade, including ice creams, hot dogs, fish and 
chips, curry and chicken skewers. Many families pack their own picnic 
baskets full of sandwiches, cheese and crackers, fruit and biscuits. 

Entertainment includes local circus acts doing juggling, acrobatics and 
magic tricks. Kiddie Corner also has a circus training area, where 
children can try out juggling, stilt-walking, tight-rope walking and hula 
hoops. 

And on Stage 88 at lunchtime Floriade visitors can listen to musicians 
playing jazz, classical and modern music. Many families eat their own 
picnics there. 

And it doesn’t all end when the sun goes down. For one week only, 
Commonwealth Park comes to life at night with  NightFest. Floriade 
Nightfest is a special event with paid entry. It features live music acts, 
famous comedians, cutting-edge DJs, night markets and roving 
entertainers. 

Water 
The ACT has permanent water conservation measures in place. So 
Floriade management uses water saving measures to reduce the 
environmental impact of watering all those flowers. 

Floriade’s main water supply comes from Lake Burley Griffin. 

The sprinkler system for the grass in Commonwealth Park has been 
updated to an automatic irrigation system which is more accurate and 
efficient. 

After Floriade, Commonwealth Park must be restored to its original 
state. This includes turning the Floriade garden beds back into green 
grass. Turf varieties that need minimal water are used.  

After all the fun Commonwealth Park again becomes a green oasis by 
Lake Burley Griffin. If you missed all the colour and movement of 
Floriade, don’t worry – it will all be on again next year! 
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Comprehension 

When did the first Floriade flower festival take place? 

On which lake does Floriade take place? 

Do tulips grow well in Canberra? 

Approximately how many visitors come to Floriade each year? 

What was the theme of Floriade in 2015? 

Which three plants or flowers symbolise remembrance of war? 

What happens to the garden beds when Floridae is finished? 

Where does the water come from to water the one million flowers at 
Floriade? 
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Capital letters 

Capitals are used: 

• At the start of a sentence
• For first and second names
• For proper nouns (place names)
• Months and days of the week
• Titles of people or events

Which of these words should have a capital? 

floriade is the annual canberra flower show. this huge flower show is on 
the shores of lake burley griffin and runs from saturday 12 september 
until sunday 11 october in 2015.  

when floriade is on in canberra, you know that spring has arrived! the 
floriade flower show has been part of spring in canberra for 28 years, 
starting in 1988.  

each year thousands of flowers are on display, and thousands of 
australian, english, french, indonesian, indian and greek people come to 
see them. floriade is located in canberra’s commonwealth park and entry 
is free.  

floriade first began as a grand floral display to celebrate australia’s 
bicentenary and canberra’s 75th birthday, both in 1988.  canberra is in 
australia. people from canberra are australian. 

water in lake burley griffin comes from the murrumbidgee river. the 
murrumbidgee does not flow into the pacific ocean. since 1988 floriade 
has been planted out at lake burley griffin in canberra’s commonwealth 
park. john enjoyed floriade with mrs smith. dr green from greenland and 
dr white from france photographed the white and orange flowers at 
floriade in canberra. cecilia and daphne smelled the daphne bush. rose 
and lily took pictures of the roses and lilies. 
miss adams went to weston park instead of comonwealth park and 
missed the whole thing. amber, lee and jason love going to the park. 
Lee fell in the lake! 
daffodils are bright yellow like the sun. tulips cannot grow on mars. 
plants grow in earth. many flowers grow on the planet earth. 
the southern cross is easy to recognise and appears on the australian 
flag.some of the floral patterns can only be seen from high in the air on 
the ferris wheel. george ferris invented the ferris wheel in 1892.   
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Write a list of five things, with correct punctuation. 

Animals 

Food 

Fruit 

Flowers 

Countries 

People with titles 
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mr ferris first drew it in 1890 for a competition but he lost because it could be dangerous. 
terry, cathy and mr brown all went to the south coast for the christmas week this summer. they 
drove over brown mountain. the grass was very brown.
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