
Means of Transportation: 
Necessity to 
move from one 
place to another 
and fast, has 
been an essential 
element behind 
some of the very 
interesting 
inventions by 
humans. History 
of such inventions 
and human 
hunger for speed 

is very interesting in itself. 

The first means of transport, of course, is shank's pony, which means  
human foot. Shank's pony is a slang, only used in the UK,  the New 
Zealand and Australia. Humans soon realised that they can only do so 
much with their little feet and eventually learnt to use animals for the 
purpose. It is thought that horses and donkeys were first domesticated 
and used for transportation between 4000 and 3000 BC. Camels were 
domesticated slightly later on by the people living in deserts. 

Around 3500 BC wheel was invented in an area what is now known as 
Iraq. Some consider it to be the first invention. First or not,  it is one of 
the most important inventions regardless. 

Soon after people ventured out on rivers and then on seas. Some  
primitive boats were very similar to modern day canoes. People lit a fire 
on a big log then put it out and dug out the burnt wood to make room to 
sit.  

Egyptians are not only 
famous for building 
pyramids, they also 
invented the sailing boat. 
Egyptian boats were made 
of bundles of papyrus reeds 
tied together.  The same 
material was also used by 

Check to see if you can 

find any grammatical 

mistakes:
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A Ukrainian dugout (dowbanka) dating from the end of the 19th century.
source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boat
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Egyptians to make paper.  Egyptians also used, for the first time in the 
history,  green energy to power their boats i.e. wind. The boats had 
simple square sails made of sheets of papyrus and later on of linen. 
However the sail could only be used in one direction. When 
travelling against the wind the boat had to be rowed. Earliest boats were 
used in the river Nile. Later on Egyptians began using small wooden 
ships for trade by sea.   

Transport by water was important for Romans too. They were the first to 
build large merchant ships which could carry up to 1,000 tons of cargo. 

The Romans are also famous for constructing networks of roads across 
the Empire. Roads were built so that the Roman army could move from 
one part of the empire to another quickly. Rich people travelled by 
horses or on long journeys in covered wagons. A four-wheeled carriage 
pulled by a horse is still being used in some countries. It is famously 
known as Victoria in the UK.  

A number of useful inventions were made to navigate seas. The 
Chinese invented the compass centuries before it was actually used 
in Europe in the 12th century. 

England was not far behind in transportation. Goods were 
sometimes transported by pack horses (horses with bags on their 
sides). Also carriers with covered wagons carried goods and 
sometimes passengers. However when possible people preferred 
to transport goods by water. All around England there was a 
'coastal trade'. Goods from one part of the country, such as coal 
and wheat, were taken to others by sea. 

In mid 17th century stagecoaches ran regularly between the major 
towns. However they were very expensive for common people and 
were quite uncomfortable without springs on rough roads.  

Meanwhile in France the Montgolfier Brothers invented the hot air 
balloon in 1783. The hydrogen balloon was also invented in the 
same year. In 1785 two men flew over the English Channel in a 
hydrogen balloon. 

In the mid 19th century transport was revolutionised by railways. 
They made travel much faster. The first underground railway in 
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Britain was built in London in 1863. Steam locomotives pulled the 
carriages. The first electric underground trains began running in 
London in 1890. 

Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler made the first car in 1885.The 
motorbike was patented in 1885 as well. Cars developed quickly. 
The electric car heater was invented by a Canadian, Thomas 
Ahearn in 1890. Also in the 1880s the safety bicycle was invented 
and cycling soon became a popular hobby and still is. 

Also in the 19th century transportation was further revolutionised by 
the steam ships. However steam ships did not completely replace 
sail ships until the end of the 19th century when the steam turbine 
was used. Sail boats are still  in use mostly for sports.  

Transportation greatly improved during 20th century. The first cars 
appeared at the end of the 19th century.  However in 1940 only 
about one in 10 families in Britain owned a car. They increased in 
number after World War II. By 1959, 32 percent of households 
owned a car. Yet cars only became really common in the 1960s. By 
the 1970s the majority of families owned one. 

Automatic wipers were invented in 1921 by Fred and William 
Folberth, that were only available in luxury cars of the time. 

Meanwhile a completely new form of transport began. In 1919 
planes began carrying passengers between London and Paris. The 
first plane flight in Britain was made in 1908. The first passenger jet 
service began in 1952. 

However in the early 20th century flight was a luxury few people 
could afford. The Boeing 747, the first 'Jumbo Jet' was introduced in 
1970.  

Supersonic Jets, Concorde, started service in 1976 and remained in 
service till 2003. These could fly faster than the speed of sound.  

Airbus built the biggest luxury passenger jet airliner called A380 in 
2005 which entered commercial service in 2007. This is a double 
deck four engine airliner.  
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First Global Positioning System or GPS as it is known as,  was 
invented in 1973 but was not used by civilians until late 1980s. 

These are not the latest inventions in the industry. Latest inventions 
include electric and solar powered cars, hydrogen powered cars, 
hybrid engines which run on petrol and electricity at the same time. 
Even better means of transportation will become available as the 
time goes by. 

Comprehension: 

What do you think, is the most important invention in the history of 
transportation? 

What is meant by rowing? 

What is the difference between hot air balloon and hydrogen 
balloon? 

What fastest plane has been mentioned in this article? 
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What is a compass and what is its importance? 
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