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A visit to an orphanage: 

Impressed by a 
touching  story 

in a publication, 

I travelled to Sri 

Lanka in 

October last 

year and stayed 

for several  days 

at the New Life 

Orphanage with 

three other 

people from our 

local 

community.  

The experience 

and the joy I had, was not much different than that of the writer's whose  
article was the inspiration for the journey.   

Following the footsteps, we  also  raised nearly $7000 for the orphanage, 

including $3000 raised with the help of Harbour Community Club and their 

staff. We wanted to take the money over ourselves and see the needs of 

the children by direct observation and spend some time with them. Also to 

make sure that all the money raised goes straight to the orphanage.  

There are currently 75 children living at the orphanage, ranging in age from 

3-18. Some lost both parents in the Tsunami of 2004 while others had been 

abandoned by their own parents. The children had limited clothing, no 

access to luxuries, almost no toys to play with and no TV to watch. None of 

them had ever played a computer game. Our hosts, Naila Khan and Seema 

Nasruddin have been running the orphanage for approximately 30 years. 

They take in both orphaned and abandoned children and provide clothing, 

food and shelter. The orphanage also pays for children to attend schools. 
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The children only leave upon will, when they are grown up enough to  be 

able to support  themselves.  For some, the orphanage is their universe.  

There was a world of opportunities for me to learn from these children and 

there were a few things that surprised me. One can imagine how awful it is 

to lose parents, who love you the most, provide for you and take care of 

you and all this heartache when you need them the most. But the children 

were so full of peace and seemed to have put their pasts behind. They 

were full of happiness as if they wanted to enjoy whatever they could. Even 

though they had very little, they were extremely grateful and content with 

what little they had. They all had responsibilities and rituals to perform, 

including washing their own dishes, cleaning up and helping to cook meals. 

There was never a complaint. 

Secondly, they took care of each other. One of the younger boys was 

unwell and another boy, only a few years older, was continuously looking 

after him. The older boy fed the younger boy before having his own meal, 

every single day for three days. This was all without instructions.   

Finally, the love they had for one another was inspirational and the courage 

to live was impressive, especially for children who had been abandoned in 

one way or another by their own families. They were not orphaned, but they 

were, a sort of. It was really remarkable to see how children from three 

different religions were looking after each other and had a genuine sense of 

devotion without any greed of any sort. They were following what every 

religion teaches in the first place, that is, humanity without prejudice!  

I must admit that I did have a sense of dislike and grudge against people of 

some cultures and followers of some religions in the past. The children 

washed that dirt off my mind and cleaned my soul. The children taught me 

what no religious or political leader could ever do. The trip was more than 

everything I had hoped it would be and I will certainly be going back soon. I 

would prefer to visit the orphanage again rather than having a holiday in a 

five star beach front resort .  
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Comprehension:  

 

What is an orphan? What is an orphanage? 

 

 

What did you learn from the story? 

 

 

What type of text is it? Informative, persuasive, narrative or other? 

 

 

 

Did you like the story? Provide at least three reasons for your answer: 

 

 

 

Do you think that the writer is unhappy with the religious and political 

leaders? Provide a rationale for your answer. 
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